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iThe ConfliGt an Conſcience 
| of a dear Chriftian, na- 

med , Beſſhe Clarkſon, 
t a tbe Pariſh of Lanerk, 


\ which ſhe lay under bros 
| years and an balf. 


MINISTER, 


;, ESSIE, bow are you? | 
| Beſſie. 
I find the wrath of an angry God, 
; f a crabbed God : arld all the wrath 


rh 1 you preacned , Is come on me 
: | find tw ally coming agaiatt me. 


"Mit: "Beit", :GUvd Wl for” good cads lerhl 
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own dear children taſte of his anger , 
wreſtle with his wrath in this world, that 
be not caften up in a dead ſleep of fleſhly ie 
rity ; and (o periſh with the wicked of 
world, in that great wrath that is to be rev 
ed, and to bring them to a hatred of fin and c 
row for it: and to teach them how far they 
oblidged to the Son of God, who hath for thi 
undergone the full weight of chat wrath , ($ 
your trouble x but a ſpark of chat fire whe$ C 
with Chriſt was burnt up in a ſacrifice to 
Father ) and that your heart being racked 1 
terrour, we may be made for the greater pe 
and the calm after the tempeſt may | 

| ſweeter when it comes; and Gods glory 
greater, and more manifeſt in chac dealing, 
caſting down,and plunging In the hell, and 
ving axaln ro the heavens, and this ſort of d 
ing drives 


- Y of 


atheiſm beſt our of rhe heart. 


Beſ. 1 am nota Devil to contemn God , 
{cannot get faith to believe In God. 


Ain. It is a degree of faith, to find the w 
of faith, ir is a ſtep of greater growth. 

When I was about to comfort her, ſhe 
will ye (peak ro me as ye ſhould, and ſay, T 
wretched, finful and wicked woman, and 
ref me (weer words. 

I anſwered her, No Befee, 1 mwlt not m 
fare you ns ye do your ſelf, by your owa (et 


So 


but to teach you to hope above hope ; and ſay 
gory Fob, Lord, ij thos wilt ſlay me, 1 will truft 
zn thee. 

* Beſ. O there was grace there, but there 1s a 
* great diſſenfion betwixt God and me, Iam 
caſt away : O that this wakenivg had come 
& twenty years fince | but now my time is loſt; 
"many comes to Word abd Sacrament , that 
$ knows not what they are doing; the morn when 
& Gods people come to hear you, I cannot come, 
$ I am caſt afide. 

= Min. Ic is yet the acceptable time wherein 
Sthe Lord may be found, he is yer uponthe 
> (throne of grace : give no place to ſuch ſugge- 
ſtions of Sathan , and diſtruſtful cogitations, 
rifing off your corruption ; and where you 
| Fcannot come to theWord, that is not to be laid 
Ito your charge, it is not an Argument of Gods 
\nger, when one by ſickneſs or trouble 15 with- 
nolden, who would fain be there: bur ſeek you 
v Pr23e7 to God, who by hls $plri: will reach 
you inwardly, and ſupply the want ofthe means 
_Þ) an inward workivg. 


When | preſſed to perſwade her that GOD 
n his own time would caſe her, I cannot find 
hat ſaid ſhe. 

Min. Albeir ye feel ic net, pray, that the Lord 
ould remember mercy in wrath, as the Prophet 
ab. 3. 2, Mercy in wrath, (aid ſhe, O thar is 
ſtrange word! O for abſolution! © for a drop 
A 3 ro 
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i20 cool my tormented foul ! O that I could wit 
a ſtep nearer him. 


Min. | Blefled are they that hunger 2nd 
thirſt, for they ſhall be (ari;fied. | Ir is the 
Lord who is our ſufficiency , whu works the 
will and the deed, ir is he who wakens thoſe 
defires in you, and he will work the work. © 


a 

Whe1l had ſaid, the Lord dealt with her agg 
he doth, to humble her : To humble me, ſai 
ſhe, and thatIam; thar Cat thac firs there : 
1n a: better caſe than Jam : I ſha!l! bear dox 
chis carcaſe with Beir-bread and water, but thi 
doth not the turn. When her ſervant womal® 
ſaid you are a good body , and began to comiiff 
mend her, 

Ceaſe , ſald ſhe, I am buta Dog, and wo 
nor a Dog, Gods wrath is on me , For my i 
viſible ſins , and if 1 were away, there woule} 
be none but Chriſtians on the Earth: . I kn = 
Chriſt wov!d go betwixr me and all my fis 
but one, I will not lainir, nor hide ir, it 
deſpair. c 
Min. You are very ſenſible of your unbelief : 
and God will make you alſo ſenfibte of a livelt 
faith, or all be done; | For a little while hay 
he forſaken you as he (atth , Ifzith 54. 7, $ 
9, lo. but with great compaſſion will he 24 
thcr you ; for a moment, jnhis anger, ha 
he hid his face from you for a little ſeaſon, buif 
with everlaſting mercy will he have compzſſÞ 


1 


C9) 
Sn on you, 1b34. 10. 11, O thou 2MiRed and-” 


ieoſled with tempeſt. } 
Beſ. Is it God that doth this to me ? Can 


4Tod ſpoyl himſelf ? I had Faith and Prayer, 
10 they are reft, couped, and ſpoyled : Can 

$5od doit ? will God rob himſelt ? -will-ke take, 
ſeway the marter of his own glory ; I am aſham- 
ed to look any man in the face: I haveloſt 
the favcur of God and man. O fot a dropof 
WYgracc! O for as much faith as a grain of mu- 

lard ſeed) mY 

'W Min. ItistheLord who deals with you, bur 
FW or co rob your faith , which !s bls gift, and- 
Wnce given , cometh never under provocation :- 
Yer 1t continucth notay in a like vigour and 
Wirength , bur will oft come under a great 
iclypſe, and be brangled with dcubrings, and 
baked with fears; for there 1s no gr_ 
ere, and all this exerciſe is to add ſitrengrh, 
hat ye wreſiling with God as Facob did,may 
rrevail inend : and thats not loft, your car- 
eſt defire evidently declareth. Ard when 1 
ew her that we walked by fa!th and not by 
Feeling , ard muſt rot meaſure our ſelves, nor 
(ods goodreſs and Icve by our ſenſe, She 
el@n(wereth, If ſaith doit not, I haye done with 
1 WhHe« one beſide ſpake to her of Gods fa- 
JF our, ard preſence , ſhe ſaid, God, ifIT were 
gays ſure of 1r, as you are; I have feer ( (aid 
are) hands, eyes, knees, I can doany thin 
bugpat one, I Catnot believe 3; well were the ſou 
[ih Ag that 


[ 


(T) 
Marever it was ordained , that had faith: 


te great want of Faith and Love to Godf 


theſe days, it wasnever leſſe , and they wt 
find one day what its to want it: onethl 


holds me from God, ix is undelief, Gods han# 
Is ſore on me; I would fain believe, Pray,pray} 
pray,ſa1d fhe, ye thar have faith. | 


Afin. The Lord | who will not break the brulf. ; 
ed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, ] will / 
briog your defire, and theſe weak beginnin 
wa greater growth and perfe&ion : PFor'fal 
groweth by degrees , as that blind mans fipti 
Mar 8, 24z 25s | | 

When I told her of Gods dealing with 
own by diverſe ſorts of trouble in mind , bc 
and eſrate , ſhe anſwereth, no-trrouble to ri 
trouble in mind. I care not, ſaid ſhe, for! 
arms, eyes. and all the reRt,if 1 could get cot 
fort in the Bioud of Jeſus : 1 would not care 
carcaſe hay lame, leper, fick, ſore, (o that 
mind were pacified,and at one with God; 7 721 
not for all Satans aſſaults, if he were even ſtan 
ing there, ſo that I could find God with.me, at 
not ag2inft me. 

Wajrt on, ſaid I, the Lord will come. SV 
an{wereth, he comcth dayly in wrath. Burt! 
will come in mercy,ſaid 1, in his own time. Sl 
anſwereth, ever fince this bred in me, you; 
that, but 1 can never find it; would 1 willing 
loſe my ſoul, if 1 could get faith ? well is the ( 


th# 
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that ir was ever ordained of God, that gets the 
comfort of the holy Ghoſt. 


Min. would ye not,Beflic, be one 8fhzs? Wally, 
' wally,ſaid ſhe,to be one of his,to have one drop 
# of Grace from his Finger end , who would not 
© be one ofhis? 
Then ſaid 1,blefſed are ye, For blefſed are they 
that bunger and thirſt ſor Righteouſneſs, ſor they 
' (ball be ſatisfied. Blelled are they that ſeek in 
finceriry, to be one of rhat ſociety of the Sainrs 
of God, to have the comforts of that communi- 
& on and priviledge of his people, for bleſſed, Pl. 
33+ 12. art theſe people whoſe God is the Lord, 
even the ptople whom be hath choſen jor his own 
znberitance. And after I had prayed for her,and 
refled by ſome paſlages of Scripture, to com- 
ort her, ſhe ſaid, it is heavy to my heart to hear 
thoſe (weet admonirions and prayers, and ro 
t no part of them in my foul, and nox to find 
m whom you feck, 


a She ſayerh agalti, whether ſhall 1 turn? whe*- 
W ther ſhall I go ? what ſhall I do? whether ſhall 
I run to ſeek God , to grip him ? I cannot ger 
grips faſtened on him. Dear Miniſter, ſaid ſhe, 
i tell me whar fin hath procured this, that 1am 
So ſuch a ſpeRacle to the world by all others-: 
al Heard you, read you, knew ye ever one like 
"me? Then 1 ſhew her of Job, Jeremiah, David, 


is 5 


, Hexekiab and others. And alxcit, Beffr, to your 
| 


fecl- 
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feeling, ye cannot ger grips faſtned on him,ye 
afluredly he hath grips faftned on you.the good 
ſheepherd hath you in his hand, and none ſhalf 


Pluck you out of ir, 


Beſ]. I think if everThad had faith, could nit 
have loſt Ir. I anſwered,you have not loſt it:you 
defire, which God repurtes for faith , and hat 
the ſame promiſe of ſatisfa&lon which -Faitl 
hath made unto ir. Se anſwereth, I would be: 
burvr quick to be ſure of ſalvation : 1 live with 
out faith, I live apd werſhip not God,]I can fig 


no comfort from God cor man; my hfe is mil 
rable and comfortle(s. 


Min; That z#s even Jobs complaint, ſaid I, Je 
3+ 20, 21. $0 albeit ye be comfortleſs to your Jen 
Jet you art not marrowleſs, and hath the Sain 
ſubjeft to the ſame tentation and tribulation Wi 
Jou:and ye ſhall get in the Lords wercy a bleſitd on 
gatewith them: yeta,aithonugh we be ntvir will 
to It, yet ye your ſtlf ſhall jeel 3t. 


Beſ. 1 am the moſt miſerable and wrerche 
creature in the world , for my fits are hid tÞ 
my ſelf, and known to God. | 
f 
] 


Min. Beſſie, God 75s not ay pwſning fin, whe 
the ſouls of his Saints are piyplixid and purſml 
with beyrours: He ſcerh ro iniquity 1n Jace 
nor ſin in Iſrael; a!beit it ſitteth us to ſeek 1hAF 
out.and to ſurrew for thim ; he hath otter 00 


whine 


6. ( Ii ) 
” herefore be dealeth with hzs own, namely, that be 
= 73, ſhew his work, and\glorafit | 3s Name , 4s 
ei ſaith of that blind man, Joh. 9. 3+ 


po After I had prayed, ſaid ſhe, if your prayers 
Jave a good ground, and be according. to Gods 
pill ir is the betrer,it will be the better heard: 
But that ir is ſaid, I have a warrand to mourn 
Þich them that mourn ; and to pity and pray 
Pr all thar are in !rcuble , chicfly of my own 
apock. Your warrand were the better, ſal ſhe, 
"JF 1 vere one of Chriſts flock : happy were that 


Sul chat were one of thoſe, But ye are one of 


It 


can never find ir. You will find ig, ſaid I, in 
e Lords time : tarry his leiſure will come 
th comfort, Tarry muſt 1, ſaid ſhe, where 


au he cometh to me in wrath. When I remem- 
Wied her again of Job, who ſaid, }f thou wilt ſlay 
Fre 1 will believe zn thee. She antwereth, where 
11! 3< get the like of 7ol?No,nort amongſt you 
$11 char are Miriſiers: faithſ\ul was he, but 1 have 
one, no ſalyation tor me. Then to try her, 1 
ald, will you ſell me your parc cfir, your title, 
ef !gbr and kindneſs ; whar ſhall I give you tor it, 
ff y< have none, you may the better cheap quite 
W's 2nd I will give you for ir. She anſwereth, 
kV iy ſcorn you me, a filly poor woman, and 
z0h< 4 wiſe man, I would buy-and nor ſell, if I 
pad ten thouſand millions of Gold, ifI had a 


thou 


oſe,ſaid 1, Ye have ay ſajd that,fald ſhe, but . 


al I flee or flit ? he cometh ay in due time, 
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thouſand worlds , if it were to be boug 
mony, I would give you all for ir. 


Min. 1ſaid not this to ſcorn you Befhe, | 
araw out your deſire by this demand as it d& 
whereby it 3s tafit to diſceyn that ye hate aft. 
title to that ſalvation , although it ſtem ti; 
your ſenſe, . 

Beſſie , Thaveno pleaſure in any thing , fa 
ther in Husband nor child , 1 can do not 
bur fin; my life is all fin, and it were co 
the bark of a Cail Caſtuck and eat, I fin in 
doing of it, why live I then? I cannor die, 
ſhe , I cannot live, they bury a carcaſe, 
rr bury me, a carcale of fin, yea, fi 
elf. 1 
When I ſpeared at her, if ſhe defired r 
cy, ſhe anſwered, O! thar his defire tc 
were as great as mine to him! O for a loc 
love.! Cry and pray , ia: 1, forthe Lord I 
laid, { Seck and ye ſhall find, knock ana: 
be opened unto you. | My prayer, iald ſh 
repelled : my cry ls not reſpe&ed: it doth 
good, I cannot have faith, except God give 
bore hath any grace but from him; happy 
they they that can bleſs him, and call upon. 
Name. 
Min. 4nd happy are they Befſie,that conntst 
bappy , and would with all thiir heart bt of 
Tumber as ye Would. 


Be jj 
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Bee, That fione in the wall hath as great 
tite ro any bodily comfort of meat, drink, 
oaths, or ſuch like,as I have, for I cannot ger 
he comforts of the holy Spirir. 


. 
. 
- 


When I prayed for that conſolation to her, 
hat ſolid comfort which is ſtronger nor tenta- 
2n,tribulation, or death ir ſelf; ſhe ſaid, why 
Ware ye your prayers on ſuch a vile wretch ? 
dd hath counted the number, and gathered 
m, and IT am one moe, I will not belteve you. 
id I, Beſſe,albeir ye believe the ſuggeſtions of 
tan in your falſe heart, it is otherwiſe in the 
t of God, and I will pray for you, that it 
y be revealed to you, and pray ye with me. 
id atrer I had prayed, fhe ſaid, Sayings will 
do ir,you do your part, but if God work nor, 
he glve ir nor, I cannot have comfort.Can 
have grace rill God give It ? Can that ſtone 
Wlicve? Yes, Befſr, (aid I,let us uſe the means, 
- ($d do according to Gods direQion in his word, 
ed wait on til he who hath wounded,healagain, 
Wd hc will make light ariſe in the midſt of your 
veſſrko:(s, che - of conſolarion in the dark- 
{s of perturbation, and calm the tempeſt chat 
in your conſcience. 


$ Beſ. There is no friend to thar ſoul that is un" 
Gods feed : I am under Gods feed: and 
y huſband, children, nor wy other are friends 
Y me; nay, aoc my own (elf is a friend wy 


4b, hoCC—_— a. tos 


42. i 8 


(Af : as for my corps, I care not it were caſts 


ro the heaven, and kepp:d upon iron gray 
ſo my ſoul had peace. 


Min. Beſlie, many. bath peaze with themfel 
that hath none with God, as ſecure ſinners Neg 
zn ſin, and crying peace, ana ſome hath peace um 
Gad that hath none with themſelves: and as mw 
pave not the grace and ſaith,which they think 
have, (6 ſome have the grace and faith which 
think they have not. 9 

Brſ. I care not for mine own damnatid 
God be glorified: what reck of me, if he ge 
own glory. ; 

Min. Beſlie, aſſuve your ſelf theſe aye 
wiſhes and words of a cafiaway :; and Gods 
be dear to you, you and your ſalvation are d 
Dim. 

When I (peared If ſhe took meat to r 
her body,ſhe anſwered, No,all craves that,l 
faithfal and unfaithful; albeir the unfaith 
unworthy of ir, for they carnot glarific that 
who gives It. . | 

When I deſired her to pray, ſhe anſwere 
haye no warrand, and hath many lets.Wy 
ſay,ſaid.1, God be mercifu) ro me for Jeſus 
ſhe ſaid God be merciful ro me for thy3\ 
ſake, for Chriſt hath not redeemed all. 
ſaid-I, ye muſt ſeek in the Name of Jeſus 
the Father hath ſealed, in whom lone he 
concealed with us, and-for whoſe ſake he gl 
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1 q 
Szce ani mercy; lay your count, you willne- 
r Come to the Father burtby him. 


| Min. Beſſie, 4o ye not pray when ye art alone? 
he anſwered, I will not commend my ell, 
"Whea one parting with her, ſaid, God be with 
You Beſſie, She anſwered , God forbid he were 
ith you as he 1s with me. O there 15a great 
ange coming , a fearful alteration, a cup of 
'Srra:h coming, we arc conceived and born 1n 
p,and what fhall be the end of fin ? 


= Min. | indeed Beſte , fin hath fearful ef- 
es , Bur bleſſed be the Son of God. Jelus, 
ho faveth his people from their fin, |} there 
s no condemnation to them that are in 
Beſ. I know if the devil were chained there 
(FWeſide me, he cannot without Gods permisfi- 
t,t huct an hair of mine head : but God being 
ngry with me, ne tarhs him looſe, and all his 
altruments againſt me. 
Min. Besfic, [' The Lord looſed him upon 
ref7ob , bur ſo many links only , that he wan to 
/ 1181s goods, children, body, bur nor to his life, 
1s (Far leſs ro his foul : ] The Lord will not give 
yWke (oul.of his Turfle to the beaſt : the good 
veep-herd hath you'in. his hand, and none 
1 pluck: you out of it: [| whatever bg your 
e ſears, doubrings, 'or app! __ under your 


tn. the 


zigrye!, and preſent deſert 
J When ſome ſtandiog by, ſpake to her, ſhe 
lays, 
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ſays , take all that to your ſelf that you faf 
me, ye have no borrows, no aſſurance more 
1, and knows not bat ye may come in the 
caſe. 
Min, Indeed we fhould take our wary 
by you , and we have all miſter to gather: 
lay up againſt the hour of temptation. I « 
ing to her, ſays, Befie, Have ye gotten any fi 
fort yet ? ſhe anſwered, When God ſends 
will ger it. 


Bur ſeck ye i not, ſaid 1? She anſwe 
What availeth words , when there js not 
within ? When 1 was blesfing the Lord , 
doubled rhe word , and (aid, Blefied be 
blefſed be he: O that I could plorific 
O that I could ger grips faſt on: hing 
ſee Besfie, ſaid I, albeir you pray not, yer 
' praiſe and bleſs God. I camnor, ſaid he. 
m , he Is bleſſed in himſelf: and+ 
heard him blaſphemed. bur I was grieved' 
1 had rather have heard the evil fpiric nd 
ren times, nor him once hlaſi KM 
_-_ char canaer bleſs, and yer will bland 


m. a 
When 1 earnefily. prayed for her , ſhe 


Why cake ye ptozen ich a vile wrerchicet: 
rure, I would Besfe., {arg i, have God'gli 
ing Mmſelf, in ſfavzng, a-loſkſoul.,: and nag 


ing his mercy on you «ho 1s miſerable, Þ 
ſhe,char is right good, Ged granc it, God 


? 
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| >. -O there is lirtle faith in the earth ! and love 


grown cold. 


When 1 defired her to pray, and ſaid, lon 
nce Besſie ye would have prayed , why Inf 
e not? She anſwered, I had the will of prayer, 

t who hath the ſpirit of +) wh God knows: 
ell is the ſoul that is in Chriſt : but they thar 
re founded on that old father Adarn , fearful: 
$ their eſtate. 


When 1 was pofing her with (ome queſtions, 
Kbour her inward eflate, ſhe ſaid, why <xamine 
e me ſo ſore , ye uſe ſharp examination , and 
et ye will not be my judge. Besfie, (aid I, I 

ould know your conſtitution , that 1 may the 
zetter know how to deal with you; Iam abour: 
d infiru& and comfort you, to uſe the means, 


nd beg a bleſſing from God upon them, and I 
zave ſeen when ye were better content that [ 
conferred with you , and prayed for you ; ſhe 
nſwered, Itis a token that I ger ſmall comfort 
yy them. The Lord, ſaid 1, Befhie, bath that to 
ive,be bath not concredited the diſpenſation of « 
lram weight of grace to man or Argels, be kerprth- 
that in bis 6wn hand, and diſpenſes when, ayalto 
hom, and aſter what n eaſure &rmanner be pleaſe 
But 1 ſte the devil in your corruption, not content 
that the means be uſed. She anſwered, I find the. 
evil, the.world and the fleſh fighting againſt 
me. 1 feel both Satans aſſaults , and Iy under - 
Gods wrath alfo, which js a fearful caſe, whar 


B Teck. 
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eck of a}] Satars aflaults,:i I lay not under OF 
wrath. s 


f 


| | " Wr 
Min. The ereater battri Beffie, the greater 


(ory, I ſte a great conflitt inyou, and you” 
{elf find it as you confeſs , yet happy ave 1e whah - 
purſued by Satan, and not pr{ſe(t by bim, and ui 
peace with him. The Lord yath divided betwff* 
you and bim, and drawi you to that (ide what 
the ſeed of the woman is: 1 find faith ſightinf® 
you againſt unbelitf, and where ſaith and unb®, 
' are in one ſoul fighting, faith (hall ever prevail 
faith is our victory, 1 Fob. 5. 4. and what i 
condition 3; theChriſtianeutraſter his callin 
to feel this troubleſome conflitt , between nt 
and Grace, Fpirit and fleſh, the old man ant 
new.But blified beGod who-ſhal tread Satan u 
our feet ; ſo albeit this battel be burth enſome 
lit this bear you up,that the Lord 3n end (hall 
you the viffory over all your tnemies. It were 
ſhe, a great comfort to-me ; 1f I were perſ 
ed of it : bur I cannot be quite of infidelity 
diſpair : Well is the ſoul that ever ir came 
the world , that can be freed of unbelief , 
gets grace to believe : Lord baniſh the de 
and I ſhall believe. 


And ſome Gentlemen, and others being \ 
me, ſhe direas her ſpeech to them, ſaying 
Gentlemen and ſimple, and all, ler my caf 
back be your forward com_ well are ye 
Can belicyc and pray, but I haye none ; Ih 


- 


( 19 


\ wit in the world; either to bleſs God or be- 
fir my ſelf : many thcuſands get grace and 
th, ard I would as fain have It as any of 


Ihm. 


#F Jin. B. fie,God mecſureth bis own by they uns 
Bigned oefire,anf what you, Wweuld be In an hearty 
Feftion, that yt art in the count of God:and that 
ret ſerd of Grace, whicn an this txerciſe under 
e aſh es of your corruptien lieth kzd,and dead as 
wert, lib ſeed in the greund, or bot coals under 
Les. hall br eaſter in the mercy of God, bud and 
ab forth.fur it may be diſceintd alrady in !hiſe 
Tine defires in your eflimation of the bleſſedniſs 
thoſe that belive, and affelion to be one of that 
mOcr. 
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Min. Beſſie, 15 there axy cone! come yit? ſhe 
ſwereth, it 1t were come, It would kyth, it 
duld bud forth:Oft and many a time have you 
d, ccmfort was ccming,but T cannot find it : 
,l am an out law to God,I weep in the night 

n I ſhould ſleep, I mourn when others are 
rry, Iam bougd when they are free, I have 
Wongſome lair, a fearful-and fore lair here, 
cn others go up.and down, toard fro, 1 


4 wonder-to the world,:vd 1am worthy to 


bs i FI GE. NY Oo we 


4 
8 
af 
c QMiv. Besfie , { Long delay is not an argu- 
I baFPt of utter denyal', and where ye meren, 


Where © 


(20) 
where others are merry , it Is better to og 
the houſe of mourning nor of oy ) = 
ſed are they that mourn, ſazth Chrift, bur 
ro them that laugh. VVe are here in 
vally of tears angypgdom of patience. | 
Lord will wi rears from your eyes 3 
leading you by hell ro heaven , and th 
many tribulations and affiiQions to his 
dom , peace ſhall be the end of your B 
and reſt the end of your trouble. VVe 
Besſ:e, brought you a drink of V Vine toe 
fore your ſpirit. VVine, fald ſhe , the 
water in the well is over good for me, 1 
have no VVine, why Gould I have the ben 
when ir is nelther bleſſed ro me, neither 
I bleſs him thar glves it; I care not for ou 
bodily comforts, ſince 1 canner pet the It 


and (piritu.l. 

Min. { VVill ye ſeek it of God Besfe, | 
name of Jeſus, ] Lord if thou wilt , ſaid 
the Lord hath power enough , but nor fi 
faith in Jeſus, ſhe (aid ſhe wanted a we 
to ſeck In his Name. Miv. [ 1 will ſhev 
warrand Besfie, his ewn. command with 
miſe,Pſal. 50.15. In the day of thy troubl 
1 John 2. 23. This Is. his Commandment 
we belleve, &c. Alſo he calleth , Ms 
11. on the weary and {aden, promiſing 
them, you cannot deny but you are both 


| C21 ) 

q 1d weary under the load. Therefore you are 

lled on ; and the more miſerable you are, 

t Wou arc the meeter objeR for mercy to work 

nn: will ye flee from the Saviour, becauſe you 

Wre loſt ? or from the Phyſician , becauſe you 
e ſick? ) Alace, ſaid ſhe, 1cannor find a war- 
nd, I find a wrong warrand. | YVhartcall 
ou a wrong warrand, ſaid 1 ? |} I cannot find 


rift, ſaid ſhe, and any ihing beſide him is 
rong. 


3 Min. But: ſay, Jeſus ineerceed for me, 1 
vil not blaſphem him, ſaid ſhe,nor be a lyar,I am 
Wa lyar great enough already; for come to ſpeak 
Whe words in my mouth without faith in my 
cart, what is that bur to take his name in 


vain. 
| Min. Shall 1 prey for you, Besfſie? 


= VVhat good faid ſhe, can I get by your pray-- 
ers , except I hada heart to pray my ſelf ? 1 
have many things to ſeek, if 1 could get faith 
to believe, and reltef ro my ſpirit, and what 


matter of ſawes then : when Ice that 1 aw not 
then , ſhall 1 do thar 1 did not ? theſe three 
wi year I had not a faithful defire, indeed 1thoght 


t came 2ll from your. own mouth, all the inlack 
of my prayers. 


dio. 


TR Ee ad i. ne en. ere. 


ip; 
Min. How o Bes/ie , what heard you me 

Thar prayers availed net laid ſhe. Min, 1hgl” 
ofr complained of cur prayers , as had 
cauſe , and that God might be angry agal}” 
them. Pſal. 81.9. add might r-pel them if” 

dealt in juAice wrh u3, bur this vvas not & 

make us leave oft. prayer, bat-ro repent ay 
pray more fervenily, %: 
N S 
But the time hath been when you delighted 
prayer,ſaid 1.She :niwered, found comfort thi 
in prayergl had no comfort but jn prayer; 1h 
many calamities, and to w hem ſheuld I ſeek} 
to God, and oft went I to him with a griey 
heart; had-I God, 'whart rcck of all the wor 
what reck who be againft them, if he be v 
them, bur ifa ſoul be under Gods feed , w 
availeth friends,kin,jewels,and all the world: 
and alas for ever, that I ſheu!d want thatb 
fing and favour which he b«ftows on (o m 


Alas, I have gotten. the poor mans anſwer, 
will not be ſerved. 


Min.Tabe not that anſwer Beſlie,continne ©yi 
and bnorhing. for kt hath ſazd,Seck and you ff 
find:and to that poor woman ofCanaan.that wi 
not take a repulſe or nay-ſay, was (atisfird in eh 
BurTam none of hisfide.ſa!dſhe. Beffic.ſaid1; 

told you that ? the detil wouts have you think) 
and will ye take his teftimony againſt you, whel 


( 33) 
Y/i+r j-0# the vrginning,and not the Witntſs of ihe 
Writ) and ord 05 God with you, belzeve not Sa- 
1 807 y0.47 Own. gaiſe heart, I know God in his 

1 lime will give you comfort. 

V 

x ref. The knowledge 1s yeurs ſaid ſhe, but the 
; Sing 1s mine : well 15 the ſoul that gertreth the 
holy Spirit :o ſeek grace and mercy at his hands: 
Yell is the ſoul thar getterh the benefite and the 
"Jeiſing with it : but fye on them rhat counts 
Sc forc afore the glory , the fore of the earth 
fore the glory of heaven,it is ho fore to them 
5 ta fearful curſe. Alas I have long to live,and 
wretched life : I weary up and 1 weary down, 
phs help not,ſobs help not, groans help nor, & 
ayer is faint: Its a fearful calamity to have 
oc here,and woe hereafter,to have hell here. 
id hell hereafter for ever : the matter is the 
ſs, they thar gets a light life, a lighrſome life, 
t they get woe hereafter,and a lightſome life 
the life that many hath: bur 1t is moſt woful 
ad doleful to have woe here, and woe hereaf- 
r for ever, I will rell you my teſtament, I have 
n in hell theſe many years, and 1 look ne- 


3:( 
b 


s for ever, there is a great flie coming, fear- 
cup, and 1 will get my ſhare of ir, and iris 
hipg I feel here,to that-] fear for ever. 


Min, Beſſie, The Lord correfts you bere, that 
J0u 


for another heaven. © wretch that lam ! 


( 24 ) 
you periſh not with the world for e*+4r:he wo 
ana be will heal again , albeit you can 
think it, nor feel it, nor bope ſor it, yet 
name I will aſſure you in his own time he w 


you, and ſptak peace to you. 1 cannot, ſai 
find you 4 good ſpay-man. 


Min, Yet ifever,Besfie,1ſpoke truth, ye 
find it : Ipromiſe you in the name of the 
She anſwered , the Lords Lievrenant x 
loath to lye : well ls his Lieutenenr. 
call you,faid 7;his Lieutenant : You,ſaid 
_ as you , ye are Teanants , and na 

ers. 


Min: Besſe,grip to the promiſe of merc 
above kope. I have nor (ajd ſhe,thar gift 
ſelf, if God give me it nor.Seck it of God, 
What reck-of words,ſaid ſhe, fince 1 cant 
mends to my inward parts. Iam ſure 
you ſhould go to hell, Brsffe, you will got 
with love toGod. She anſwered, what rzck 
love to him , fince he hath none to me 
he had love to me all were well. 


Mix. But he loves you Besfie , beſo 
ou toved him , for your love is the eff 
Is, and they whom he loveth can ne 
riſh. His own , ſaid ſhe , ſhall. never p 
Min. But ye are one of thoſe Asfg, at 


A 


25 
t fo the promiſe. She anſwered , Ho'v 
| believe you who belicves not him who 
all power, and js truth ir ſcif? | wauld 


't Wh ſeck God, bur I fcel my fiops and 


will, , and my prayers ace dyng ack. If apy 


419K bur four and twenty hours, yea a touch 
hat , under which I have lycn theſe three 
rs, they would thipk their caſe fear! 
# mo: world ( If they had it 
y . | 
+ © of his reconciled face. Byr 
will calamity will make others run and cry 
if mercy , -/ a + diſpleaſue is your 
46 and gladnefle. How lo ( Besfir ) we 
not 80 pleaſure in your grief. She anſwer. 
YR, a Chriſtian thar is ſealed ſeeing me, 
Wl flee ro mercy asa bird,bur Iwant wings. 


er 1 had prayed for her , ſhe (ald, if 


I wop!d give mea heart to giye you 
for your good praye:s, I weuld give 

: andif Jhed a morion In the right way 
ſalvatian, O as iſhould run and flee to 
a Aicea bird! Gol bebleſied faid1, I 
ſore fore-runnjng token of his coming 
1 comfort, She apſwered , They are 
t (aber and (mall tokers. Your words 
ll) (mcil ſomerimes of the Spirir of 
ce and faich, and ſometimes of rh ficſh, 
ad6lity and inficcmity ; for the prayers of 
Sarnts are oft likea firegwhich ar the firſt 
(moke and reek, withour light or hes:; 
breaketh qut ere all be done \nto a cleer 
and comfortable heat 3 as may be ſeen 

Cc 


in 
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in ſundry of Davids Pſalms,where ke bg 
with heavy plaints , and endeth in he 
praiſes and prayers ere all be done, 


At another time, I azked, yf any con 
was yet come? She anſwered, Dolor 
come , but no comfort, You are trou 
wich me in Pulpit, and out of Pulplr , 
in coming unto me day after day : will 
make you quite of this cumber. Pesfre (| 
T)1 think no eumber of ir,1r is the duty of 
calling, avd would God you gor comfor 
it. But how ſhall I free my ſelfofir ? 
an{wered, Cut me off, And where 
( ſaid I ) would ye have me , or any x 
10g your blood upon us, and fin on 
ſouls. Nay , nofin, ſaid ſhe, for the 
good cauſe. What caule ? (iid T, 
have you done deſerving death ? Is not 
belief (aid ſhe , the greateſt fin jn the we 
and I am guilty of ir. We hare ſaid [, 
warrand for that : again, you are not 
of faith , however in your wreſiling wirhi 
belief, you think ſo, and ycu would fain' 
licve, and he freed from unbelief, that 
might ſay with the Apoſtle, 1t 7s nor 
but fin in you- You are a ſufferer in rhil 
gainſt your will, you are ſpirituzl'y opp 
ied, and g'ons to God under this bo 
Then ſhx- uitereth rheſe words, O tt 
could pet this fountain offalith, a ſtern of 
O as grzce would grow! O for a ble 


Hinkof the fayronratle face of the Farhe 


27 ) 
0 faithful! O oo to that holy founraln! 
zow he is ready togive, if I vere ready to 
Teive and ſeek: Glory pertaineth to him, 

glorified ſhall he be, 

MT 

Boray you Besſe ſeek on, and glorific him 
. focatling of wh Name: Pray him in Jeſus 
e, to be merciful ro you , and help your 
lief. 1 can {fail ſhe ) name Jeſus; 
The will not be pleaſed with words, ex- 
I had warrant by faith in my heart to 


by 


\ Yet will you ſay the words, ] think 
e is none but you, but they will do this 
hſor me, Many ſpeaks them ( aid ſhe ) 

lietle faith , but 1 dar not that 1 drow 
down his punifhmenrs, 


[- Bersfie, He will never be angry that 
© przy him to glorifie himſelf, in giving an 
ro believe in him, "Fave great lets, 

ſhe. M. Bur pray him to take them a- 
Think you ( ſaid ſhe ) thar be todo 
enow ? M. Burt continue and let me 

& you, and be a witneſſe ror : do this for 
pleaſure. Ic were my plegſnre and good 
Wd ſhe ) if 1 coul4 do &t rightly, it were my 
well ; Bur God hath a work to wo;k with 


that you never ſaw the like of it. pee, 
($/ God in Jeſus , that it may be a work of 
cy, to his glory and your ſalvation. <h. 
cred , 1 will tell you my mind Jeſus jy , 
f One without exception, not like the falſe 


** fleſh. 
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flcſh of this g-nefarton, he wil loſe tc 
his own : And though they fall featf, 
will raiſe them them 2gatb : but choke 
bids nor of, he glves .them ho grace wh) 
him, whercof 1 am one, I can name him 
ſptak- iny wotids as yon hear, my ul | 
ſhoawld be opened to ſeek, if my heart Y! 
opened to believe , bar it & cloſed; I 
mourh for ir, bu: I cannot m<-nd it , but 
mend :: ; Lord mend ir, Seck ( (ad I 
Ghrifts (*ke, I want fakth ( faid ſhe) 1 
the fin of man Is rot ſo great, bur Gods ( 
(s greater !o forgive it , where they canri 
and b:\ieve. But 1 have nor this grace 
ſelf, if God give ut not © Pray thatye 
preſerred from the peril and plague tha 
come on me, Well dre them that are gre 
on Chriſt, well is chem that are brechoe 
ſiſters ro him. O that Iwere one of t 
Octtar theſe char arecome out of myIbiog 
ſerk to him, and blefle him! © & 
Grace-giver would give m= gracero believe 
give himh gl>ty end [ ſhould blefle him,e 
hitn chaiks and priſe, and honour and 
for ever, @ that could get an heart oo! 
him thanks for any thing he ſends. WhyMl 
dot | be concent with his will? Q chat] 
welcome his (ent, how bitter foever,onfl 
redice rhe (ender! When reck of me ifh 
his own glory : bur lice. I have many 
meny woes, wingrice, winchenoe,tio w 
Lamſurcl; ſhaked,a fore tacke of wrarh is 
gn my (bul, ; 


at 


- 
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M. He th.ks yoa ( Besſie) to make you ſure, 
fir were ſo ( ſaid ſhe ) I would feek ro him 
The cetication ( (aid I ) dings you from that 

Yyou defire,and youare greatly wounded inyour 
ſpiricual battle:bur what reck of a wound to 
bim that getreth che victory , you will in the 

YLo'ds mercy ger the victory, what reck of 
your wounds then; And we will fit down on 
our knees, and craveir toyou of God in the 
Name of Jeſus. After I had prayed (ſhe falth) 
© od for thy beloved Son Jeſus ſake, ſee to my 
miſtes, ſuccour me, Now ye are witnefle to 
that, that ye would have had that I ſeek In Je- 
fus Name. Bleſſcd be God, for it Is (ald,$Seck 
on,and 1 will pledge " ſoul for yours,that ye 
ſhall be ſafe. Seck muſt I' ſaid ſhe) and ſeek 


Gl. 


ts. — 
— — 
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will I though he ſhould ding me back to the 


battom of the ſea: and charge the whole fa- 
tnily that they do the like, as you do ro me: 
for come well, come wo, they will ger a ſhare 
of ir: 1 will ((ai& 1!) fot they ought to con- 
cur with you. 


— - ” ——_—— _ 
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The next timethat I viſited her,und demand- 
ed how ſhe did? She an'xered, The life of 
the body is nor like roge out, and comfort is- 
not like to come into the ſoul. Yer walt, Beſ- 
fe, 1n hope, and give not over , It will come» 
 1koow (ſaid the ) your tales and tidings, but 
cannot find them true : Alace, that ever [ 
came Into the world,T am not booked, am not 
baptized , Tam not written jo the book of 
life, 1 am not baptized with the right bap- 
B 3 tlſm, 
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tim , I cannot find fla fruit of It. 


Besfie ( (aid 1) 1 am ſorry that I find Jo 


as Ilefr you. Continued you not calling « 
God in Chriſts Na:ne, as you promiſed ? 
anſwered, | was the worſe of the words that ye 
cauſed me to ſay; Iam ever fince  thouſat 
tlm:s more rrou»'ed then before. Bes/re, th 
words have not the wite, it Is ſatan that 
geth before he be caſt out : and your troubli 
the nearer the hight, the nearer is the delivery 
and although your Phyfick be bitter, yer It \ 
have good effeR. No trou ve Is »yous or pled 
ſanr for the preſent, &c. H.. 12. T 
Lord who will not let the hand of the wicke 
ly long upon the back of the righteous, Pſe 
I25. 3- will not lethis own hand, whichf 
hgavier then he hand of the wicked, ly long! 
he will ſcnd the iſſue with the tentatiog; 
1. Cor. Jo. 13. Wherefore hearken no 
( £25f7z) roſarans ſuggeſtions, rhat your heart b& 
not bound up that you pray not. That ! 
( aid ſhe) a rrue tale, ſaran binds up my 
hear:. But pray ( ſald 1) againſtie : ſay the 
Lordi Prayer. I can (laid ſhe) ſay the words, 
bur 1 have n> warrand to pray it. I cannot 
ca!l him Father ; he is the Father of the falth- 
ful alone ; bur thar priviledge of children fg 
not glven me; I cannot find a warrand that [ 
am his ; alace,that ever I was the curſed oround 
whercon the Ill ſeed was ſown. M. Besfte,che 
more miſerable you find your (elf , the more 
meet are you togo to the Saviour for _— 


J am nor / fazd ſhe ) worthy that he ſhou 
M, 


glve me any grace or mercy. 


_ 

M. Besſir, none 15 werehhy : and if he gave 

o the worthy, Nis glory and praiſe would be 
he leſſe : bur in this jt his mercy magnifiee, 
Shar he maniſeſteth it unto the miſerable : 
ad this a faujr in us, that we are ever ſeeking 
Momething in our ſelves which would derogat 
From the praiſe of his grace,:s preſumption and 
eſperationace dangerous rocks that miny run 

zo : and this is a ti.ird, and as dangerous as 

ny of them, 2nd the rather, that iris nor (con 
en ortakennp,we zreay ſeeking ſomething in 
Dur ſelves that ſhould commend us to God,es if 
Fe couldnot be ſaved,cxcept ve were perfe; 
$ifour own innocency,and not Gods mercy in 
hrifis merits; were the warrand of ' our 


lvation. 


B. 1cannot ſpeak the word can pleiſe you, 
"Do not them that came out of my bowels; how 
"When can it pleaſe the Lord ? Mine ovn hand 
Snd ſatan lers me not belleve, and my unbe- 
"Jef draweth down all the i1| of the world, and 
'Fou b:ok me , aud carries my name in many 


Yy ts, but Þcannot mend it, 


' M. Besſie- nothing to your prejudice carry 
your name; for why ſhould not the Saints 
- x &dow of your eſtate? I pray you, tell me, 
' 2 Mid ſhe, how the people think of me, whe- 
er they be blythor wo, ? 1will aſſure youy 
s{ie, Geds people mourns with you, and 
ars a partof your burden:. as for my ſelf, 


have fiye children fick of the fever, God who 
knows 
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knows my hearr, Is my wirnele, thy I wo 
nort ſo fain have them raiſed upin their bod 
as you comforred in (pirit, You Know ye 
warrand, (aid ſhe. | 


M. Ilook to thar; I ſeek mercy. But, 
ſhe, if 1 had ſpiritual grace,and could, I we 
give your reward. Will ever that day da 
chat God will draw me a wandring ſheep he 
ro imſelf? 
M. Besfie, in Gods mercy, Iam aſſured 
ſr. The God, (atd ſhe, who made heg 
and earth, who hat h all power, gra kk in 
cy: Wet is them for ever finds hsfarour, 
wo to them that feels his feed : had tit 
Jt would n.itigate my ſorrow. Besfie , 
the Lord who by his ſecrergraceunderprop 
ſuſtains you now, will in his own the | 
ſeufible grace, and by his &it preſence aby 
dantly comfort ycur foul ju ſuch fort, thats 
weight and grievouſneſie of the tempratjon 
trouble, and delay of time, ſhall be 
penſed with unfpeckable joy 3 that yoB Yy 
ſelf ſhall confeſle the one light , taaregara 
the other, notto be worthy of it : asbyt 
contrarſe he recompenſeth the delay .of juc 
ment toward the wicked, with the 
-welgt t of wraxrh. Hyppic, ſaid ſhe, ere 
who ſuffer for Chrifls fake, for righicquine 
ſake , they wifl be comforted naw and.t 
but they that ſuffer for fin, without ſenſe of 
favour, comfortleſſe in their conditian. 


one-go through the earth, up.and down,io 
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where wilted 330. wearied wight til 
come to me? And you thathear me, 
the pich of prayer that Ican, Iask of 
B$d.that you never know the way that Lam 
« iths lack of faith that is my loſſe , want of 
is my wrack,, I lyunder fearful welghts, 
ld want of faith to get the remiſſion of th<m. 
Am fallen without a reſarreRion. My judge 
my partie. I have noclalm to his mercy, 
ed Shave no ground of faith to faſten grips on 
ann. 1 find nota ſpark of light, and | find no 
mWÞlt of your prayers, albeit I hear them. No 
+ Wirciſtian ſhould come near me. 
M. Besſie, the Lord will oft, for good cauſes, 
(ert his deareſt Saints, and withdraw him- 
f fromtheir (ight and (enſe of thelr humilia- 
wn and infirution ( that they count not 
zFacc natural ) for their greater conſolation 
en he cometh agaln, and for your provoca- 
dn : follow after him when lie withdraweth 
race, and yer iris not real, buc a ſuppoſ- 
| deſertion : wherefore (cek his ſenſible pre- 
nce, and break through all lmpedimehts of 
/ errors, blindnefſe and unbelicf ;_ or whart elſe, 
Irimble chrough af, and he ſhall comc leap- 
g over the mountains of your ſins, and hills 
_ , With the voice of heavenlie confo- 
0. 
B. Shall 1 ſeek hot water under c-1d yee ? 
(l have not come in the preciſc and bleſſed hour 
grace I am ceme behind : and where you 
mill me to pray , wherefore ſerves the prayer 
hat glorifiecth not God ? | 


D } M_ 
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M. 6: /ir, 't is yer the acceptable 
and he +)o is found of chem rhar {eek him 
will mach more eveil himſelf ro him. 
ſeeket> And 3: fo prayer , by it you 
ly glor:fie God ; for you acknawledge 
m'ſery aud neecsficy, and that he bs God : 
rot only knaws your m (ery and necesfiry, 
1s both vitimg and able to help che (ame : 
we have not oply bis command to pray, bus 
ſo his promiſe co be heard. 

B. Th:n all breck hb command, 

chictly 1, aad ſo will be ſeen on the 
(wack, 
Alter this, when I had read fome com! 
able places to her,and prayed for her, the 
ed our, and doubl-d k ofc, O blefled are & 
- have? thard fpiric of prayer ! O bleſle 
nes. 


\ 7] Ow #5 for the end of this Conth& , a 

death of chis dear daughter of Abrahar 

April-1625. I being at Glaſgow at the Perc 
cial Aﬀembly: the Lord called her home, | 

being greatly exrenucr and workh, what by | 
vie ficknefe oB her bedy , what by this long 
lome and fcarſul exerciſe on ker (aul, dcerh of 
a luddevry dealc with her heart.,, thet he 
words and {ſpeech failed her : but in preſent 
hapds and eyes wel 


of divers wi:neſſrs her 
heaved to the heavens, and ſa giving rhar fig 
of viRorie ſhe readeved her ſpirit. And 
rhough it pleaſ..d our | __ God ( who 


his great wiſdom worketh after diverſe (or! 


wit 
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ith his own to let us hear of ther qwn mouth 
1Yif che glorious viftory, and unſpeakable j Joyes 
lar he had given her qr; in her ſoul : yet 
Im ſare there is none that - illuminar on 
dove, and taught to diſcern (plricually , 
ill any way doubt of her ble dlezanen 
} Wbelr no outward fign- had been ſeen. Yea, it 
Gas a wonderful mercy , that God, ſo on 
a Ser (ſuch horrors, held her hand out of her 
f- which at laſt with her eyes ſhe lifred up 
e _—_ na her = coupe 7 = 
le her inward feelingo peakable joy, 
| viRorious faith. Joe 
'k 


> ef Only herein we have our warning to be wiſe 
rime, and to get oyl in our lamps,and not to 
aſc our ſelves with empty lamps, and with. 
are ſhow of an outward profesfion ; but la- 
rto have alively and effeQual falth in this 
2th of our fouls: for Sc opinloa will 
1 (ulficienc, cill we be pur at, which will 
© do ous. mfp, nor ſtand us inſtead In the 
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